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DECLARATION OF NEUTRALITY OF THE CONGO FREE STATE. 1 

August 1, 1885. 

The undersigned, administrator-general of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs of the Congo Free State, is directed by the Sovereign King of this 

State to inform His Excellency Minister of Foreign Affairs 

of , that in accordance with article 10 of the General Act of the 

Conference of Berlin, the Congo Free State declares itself, by these 
presents, to be perpetually neutral, and that it claims the advantages 
guaranteed by Chapter III of the same act, at the same time that it 
assumes the duties which accompany neutrality. The regulation of 
neutrality will apply to the territory of the Congo Free State enclosed 
in the limits resulting from the treaties successively concluded by the 
International Association of the Congo with Germany, France and Portu- 
gal, treaties notified to the Conference of Berlin and annexed to these 
protocols, and which are thus determined, to wit : 

[Here follow the boundaries.] 

(S.) Bdm. Van Eetvelde. 



THE KING'S TESTAMENT. 

August 2, 1889. 

We, Leopold II, King of the Belgians, Sovereign of the Congo Free 
State: 

Wishing to assure to our beloved country the fruits of the work which 
for many years we have carried on in the continent of Africa, with the 
generous and devoted assistance of many Belgians ; 

i Declaration of neutrality of the Congo Free State, December 28, 1894. 

The regulation of neutrality, which formed the subject of the declaration 
notified August 1, 1885, to the signatory powers of the General Act of the Con- 
ference of Berlin, will apply henceforth to the territory of the State bounded as 
follows, in consequence of the Protocol of April 29, 1887 {Bull, off., 1888, p. 242), 
and of the Arrangement of August 13, 1894 {Bull, off., 1894, p. 250), concluded 
with the French Republic; the conventions concluded May 25, 1891 {Bull, off., 
1891, pp. 213 and 217), and the declarations signed March 24, 1894 {Bull, off., 
1894, pp. 22 and 29), with the Government of His Very Faithful Majesty, and the 
Arrangement concluded May 12, 1894 {Bull, off., 1894, p. 245) with the British 
Government: 

[Here follow the boundaries.] 

Brussels, December 28, 1894. 



